
NEWS RELEASE – September 26, 2019 

NEW REGIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FORMED 

The RM of Riding Mountain West and the Municipality of Russell Binscarth are excited to announce the 
formation of a new regional Community Development Corporation (CDC) that has been formed to 
support local community economic development projects within a partnership of the two municipal 
boundaries.  The Assiniboine Valley Regional CDC’s vision is a region focused on sustainable growth with 
increasing business, recreation, and technology services that support community amenities and 
infrastructure and enhance the quality of life for our residents.  The CDC’s mission statement reads: 

“The Assiniboine Valley Regional Community Development Corporation encourages sustainable 
community economic development that is built from our core community strengths through the 
principles of collaboration and self-reliance.”  

The 9 member Board, appointed by the Municipal partners to manage the affairs of the CDC, will consist 
of 3 councilors appointed from Riding Mountain West, 3 councilors appointed by Russell Binscarth along 
with 3 individuals appointed from the region at large.  Council representatives include Cheryl Kingdon-
Chartier and Darlene Jackson, who will act as Co-Chairs until the inaugural Annual General Meeting; 
along with Barry Wishart, Ian Chipelsky, Judy Usunier, and Rene Cadieux.  Marcia Rowat is employed by 
the CDC as the Economic Development Officer. 

The Board has developed a candidate selection process for the remaining 3 board members and is 
inviting interested citizens to apply.  Rowat, who brings over 19 years of experience to the EDO position, 
cites the importance of community representation on the Board.  “We view community involvement in 
the new CDC as an integral part of ensuring that the CDC can deliver upon a well-rounded community 
economic development strategy for the region.  As such, the Board feels that the candidate selection 
process will help to identify community members that have a keen interest and desire to be involved in 
this important work.” 
 
Board members will serve a 2 year term and are expected to attend monthly Board meetings, as well as 
other meetings and events as identified as important to the organization.  “We anticipate that the Board 
will play an active role in the organization through their input, experience and desire to advance the 
strategic plan of the organization” says Rowat.     “The candidate application is short but will 
provide the council representatives with a good idea of what skills and experience interested 
community members will bring to the table.  We hope there will be a lot of interest in the 3 
available board positions.” 
 
Applications are available at the RM of Riding Mountain West and Municipality of Russell 
Binscarth offices as well as on-line or by contacting the Assiniboine Valley Regional CDC office, 
currently through the Russell Civic Centre at 204-773-2253.  They will be received until 4PM on 
October 30th, 2019.   


